201.  SPEECH TO VOLUNTEERS, BARDOLI
[August 12, 1928]*
We have begun today's proceedings with prayers to God. We
have been already warned that one should never feel proud of one's
triumphs. But that is not enough. Even to say that the people
of Bardoli won honour by their courage is not sufficient. It is true
that we have won the victory because of the indefatigable efforts
of Sardar Patel, but to say that is also not enough, because we would
have never won if he did not have loyal, hardworking and sin-
cere co-workers.
It is a rule of satyagraha that we should not consider anyone
our enemy, But there are people who would treat us as their
enemy even though we do not regard them as our enemy. We
should not wish to destroy such people but should seek to bring
about a change of heart in them.
Many a time the Sardar has told you and the Government
that as long as there is no change of heart in the Government offi-
cers, a settlement is impossible. Now that a settlement has been
arrived at, there must have been a change of heart at some level.
A satyagrahi should never pride himself on having achieved any-
thing by his strength. A satyagrahi is a cipher, and his strength
is the strength of God. He should have on his lips only the words
"Rama, strength of the weak". God will help him only when he
gives up the pride of his strength. If there is any change of
heart, we must thank God for that. But even that is not enough.
We must believe that a change of heart took place in the
Governor. Had it not occurred, what would have happened?
We are not worried about anything that might happen. We had
taken a pledge that we would not be intimidated even if guns
were brought out against us. If we celebrate our victory and
rejoice today, it is pardonable. But, at the same time, I want to
tell you that the credit fof the happy outcome goes to the Gover-
nor. If he had persisted in the same stiff attitude that he had
taken up in his speech in the Assembly and had not yielded, if
he had desired to shoot down the people of Bardoli, he could have
killed us. On tie contrary, it was your pledge not to raise a
hand against them even if they had tried to kill you. It was
1 This appeared under the title "Immortal Words".
2 From Toung India, 13-9-1928